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PARCC is designed to reward quality 
instruction aligned to the Standards, 
so the assessment is worthy of 
preparation rather than a 
distraction from good work.

Aligning Instruction and Assessment
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• PARCC states first developed the Model Content Frameworks 
to provide guidance on key elements of excellent instruction 
aligned with the Standards.

• Then, those Frameworks informed the assessment blueprint 
design.

So, for the first time. . .

• PARCC is communicating in the same voice to teachers as it is 
to assessment developers!

• PARCC is designing the assessments around exactly the same 
critical content the standards expect of teachers and 
students.

What is Different About PARCC’s 
Development Process?
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• Focus: focus strongly on where the Standards 
focus. Students will have more time to master 
concepts at a deeper level.

• Instructional Shifts are at the heart of the PARCC 
Design.  

• Better Standards Demand Better Questions:
custom items developed to the Standards.

• Fidelity to the Standards: rooted in the language 
of the Standards so that expectations remain the 
same in both instructional and assessment 
settings.

PARCC’s Core Commitment to Quality 
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• Questions Worth Answering: Sequences of 
questions that draw students into deeper 
encounters with texts, rather than sets of random 
questions of varying quality.

• Problems worth doing: Multi-step problems, 
conceptual questions, applications, and substantial 
procedures

• Texts Worth Reading: authentic texts worthy of 
study instead of artificially produced                           
or commissioned passages.

PARCC’s Core Commitment to Quality 
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In English Language Arts:
1. Complexity: Regular practice with complex 

text and its academic language.
2. Evidence: Reading and writing grounded in 

evidence from text, literary and 
informational. 

3. Knowledge: Building knowledge through 
content rich nonfiction. 

What Are the Shifts at the Heart of PARCC 
Design (and the Standards)?
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In Mathematics:
1. Focus: Aligned with the focus of the Standards, 

resulting in a variety of problem types and 
assessment of a concept in multiple ways

2. Coherence: Think across grades, and link to 
major topics within grades—informed by multi-
grade progressions.

3. Rigor: In major topics, pursue conceptual 
understanding; procedural skill and fluency; and 
application

What Are the Shifts at the Heart of PARCC 
Design (and the Standards)?
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TECHNOLOGY

• Technology enhancements supporting accessibility 
(e.g., the ability to hover over a word to see and/or 
hear its definition, etc.)

• Transformative formats making possible what can not 
be done with traditional paper-pencil assessments 
(e.g., simulations to improve a model, game-like 
environments, drawing/constructing diagrams or 
visual models, etc.)

• Getting beyond the bubble and avoiding drawbacks 
of traditional selected response such as guessing or 
choice elimination.



TECHNOLOGY
• Capturing complex student responses 

through a device interface (e.g., using 
drawing tools, symbol palettes, etc.)

• Machine scorable multi-step tasks  are more 
efficient to administer and score.



What We Know from the 
PARCC Prototypes

• Multiple steps
• Opportunity for partial credit
• Use of technology
• Increased rigor
• Model authentic instruction
• Item Analysis
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www.PARCConline.org

http://www.parcconline.org/�


English Language Arts/Literacy



Grade 3—End of Year Assessment

http://parcconline.org/samples/english-language-artsliteracy/grade-3-elaliteracy

http://www.parcconline.org/�
http://parcconline.org/samples/english-language-artsliteracy/grade-3-elaliteracy�


Grade 3—End of Year Assessment

http://parcconline.org/samples/english-language-
artsliteracy/grade-3-elaliteracy

http://parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes�


Grade 6—Narrative Writing Task



Grade 7—Research Simulation (Summary)





Grade 7—Research Simulation (Analytical Essay) 



Grade 10—Literary Analysis (Vocabulary)



Inclusion of Actual Text Passages
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Item Analysis of Prototypes
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• Item Advances
•Rationale for answer 
choices

•Alignment with CCSS 
and with PARCC 
assessment claims and 
evidence statements

•Scoring points and 
rationale



Mathematics



Grade 3 Mathematics

http://parcconline.org/samples/mathematics/grade-3-mathematics

http://parcconline.org/samples/mathematics/grade-3-mathematics�




http://www.ccsstoolbox.com/parcc/PARCCPrototype_main.html

http://www.ccsstoolbox.com/parcc/PARCCPrototype_main.html�






http://parcconline.org/samples/mathematics/grade-6-slider-ruler

http://parcconline.org/samples/mathematics/grade-6-slider-ruler�


PARCC Accessibility Features and 
Accommodations
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 PARCC Accessibility Features and 
Accommodations Manual, First Edition

 Frequently Asked Questions on the Manual
 Teacher PARCC Brochure for Students with 

Disabilities
 Parent PARCC Brochure for Students with 

Disabilities
 White Paper



www.PARCConline.org

http://www.parcconline.org/�


PARCC Comprehensive 
Accessibility Policies
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Features for All 
Students

Accessibility 
Features*

Identified in advance

Accommodations
** 

* Available to all participating students
**For students with disabilities, English 
learners, and English learners with 
disabilities



Accessibility Features for All 
Students

Tool, support, scaffold, or preference that is built into the 
assessment system that can be activated by any student, at his 
or her own discretion. 

Universal Design features expected to benefit a diverse array of 
students and are available to all students.

Provided onscreen, stored in a toolbar, or are accessible through 
a menu or control panel, as needed.  

During the assessment, students can choose which accessibility 
features they need for specific items. Examples include: audio 
amplification, highlighting, pop-up glossary, etc.

32



Accessibility Features for All 
Students
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Accessibility Features for All Students
Audio Amplification

Eliminate Answer Choices
Flag Items for Review

Highlight Tool
Headphones

Magnification/Enlargement Device
NotePad

Pop-Up Glossary
Spell Checker
Writing Tools

Blank Paper (provided by test administrator)

General Administration Directions Clarified (by test administrator)

General Administration Directions Read Aloud and Repeated (by test administrator)

Redirect Student to Test (by test administrator)



Accessibility Features Identified 
in Advance

Available to all students (i.e., not limited to students with IEPs, 504 
plans, or English learners), but will be selected and “turned on” by 
school-based educators prior to the assessment, based on each 
student’s Personal Needs Profile (PNP). 

Based on each student’s individual needs, a PNP is created for the 
student to ensure that he or she receives appropriate access without 
the distraction of other tools and features that are not required by the 
student. 

Although school-based educators will enable specific accessibility 
features for students, the student will decide whether or not to use the 
feature.  These accessibility features will be readily available on the 
computer-delivered testing platform. 
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Accessibility Features Identified 
in Advance
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Accessibility Features Identified in Advance 

Answer Masking

Background/Font Color (Color Contrast)

General Masking

Line Reader Tool

Text-to-Speech for the Mathematics Assessments



Administrative Considerations 
for All Students

Principals may determine that any student may require 
one or more of the following test administration 
considerations, regardless of the student’s status as a 
student with a disability or who is an English learner: 
Small group testing 
Frequent breaks 
Time of day 
Separate or alternate location 
Specified area or seating 
Adaptive and specialized equipment or furniture 
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Proposed 
Accommodations for Students 

with Disabilities



Presentation Accommodations
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Content Area Presentation Accommodations
ELA/Literacy •Text-to-Speech or Video of a Human Interpreter for the ELA/Literacy 

Assessments, including items, response options, and passages*
•Braille Edition of ELA/Literacy Assessments
•(Hard-copy braille tests and refreshable braille displays for ELA/Literacy)

•Closed-Captioning of Multimedia Passages on the ELA/Literacy 
Assessments
•Descriptive Video  

Mathematics •Video of a Human Interpreter for the Mathematics Assessments for 
a Student Who is Deaf or Hard of Hearing
•Braille Edition of Mathematics Assessments
•(Hard-copy braille tests for Mathematics)

Both Content 
Areas

•Additional Assistive Technology 
(Guidelines available fall 2013)

•Tactile Graphics
•Video of a Human Interpreter for Test Directions for a Student Who 
is Deaf or Hard of Hearing

 



Response Accommodations
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Content Area Response Accommodations

ELA/Literacy
Scribing or Speech-to-Text (i.e., Dictation/Transcription or Signing) 
for constructed responses on the English Language Arts/Literacy 
Assessments*
Word prediction on the ELA/Literacy Performance-Based 
Assessment*

Mathematics Calculation Device and Mathematics Tools*
(on Non-calculator Sessions of Mathematics Assessments)

Both Content 
Areas

Additional Assistive Technology 
(Guidelines available fall 2013)

Braille note-taker
Scribing or Speech-to-Text (i.e., Dictation/Transcription or Signing) 
for the Mathematics assessments, and for selected response items 
on the English Language Arts/Literacy assessments

* See notes below



Proposed Accommodations 
Policies for English Learners



Proposed Guidance on Selecting 
Accommodations for English Learners

When selecting accommodations for English learners, consider the 
student’s:

1.  Level of English language proficiency (ELP) on the state ELP test
o Beginning, Intermediate, or Advanced 

2.  Literacy development in the native language
o Native language literacy 

o Interrupted schooling/literacy background

3.  Background factors that impact effective accommodations use
o Grade/age

o Affective filter (i.e., level of student anxiety/comfort with English)

o Time in U. S. schools



Accommodations for English 
Learners
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Accommodation Beginning Intermediate Advanced

Extended Time • • •
General Administration Directions Clarified in Student’s Native Language
(by test administrator) • 

General Administration Directions Read Aloud and Repeated as Needed in 
Student’s Native Language
(by test administrator)

• 

Scribe or Speech-to-Text:
Responses Dictated for Mathematics Assessment in English •  �

Word-to-Word Dictionary (English/Native Language) • •

KEY for Table 5 below:

• Highly recommended for use by English learners at this English language 
proficiency level

 Recommended for use by English learners at this English language proficiency 
level

May not be appropriate for students at this ELP level



Additional Accommodation Supports 
Coming in the Fall
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Appendices providing additional support
Test Administration Manual
Style Guide
Assistive Technology Guidelines
Translation Policy 
Online professional development module on 

accommodations policies
State-level professional development on selecting, 

administering, evaluating, and monitoring 
accommodations 

Accommodations policies for the Speaking & 
Listening and Diagnostic Assessments 



With Approval of Waiver from USDE

• Field Testing
‣ All schools in Maryland will field test part of the 

test
‣ No accountability in 2013-14

• Accessibility and Accommodation
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Learning Management System (LMS)



a centralized catalog of professional 
learning resources and courses
access to public resources
access to resources limited to 

Maryland educators
access to national resources

The LMS Provides:



enroll in Professional Development and 
Student courses offered by MSDE
register for classroom and online training 

courses and workshops  (with integrated 
online payment processing)
participate in Professional Learning e-

Communities across the State

With the LMS Educators Can:



LMS Public Resources



Curriculum Management System 
(CMS)



LMS Resources Limited to Maryland



LMS Resources with Limited 
Access

• LEA Professional Development E-Community
• Assistant Superintendent E-community
• Maryland Advisory Council for Virtual Learning
• CPD Liaisons E-Community
• PD Courses Offered for Credit (Teachers)
• Student Courses offered for Credit 
• Bridge Project Review Committee
• EEA materials



 PARCC www.PARCConline.org

 Common Core Standards  www.corestandards.org

 MSDE Learning Management and Curriculum Systems 
https://msde.blackboard.com

 MD Learning Links  www.marylandlearninglinks.org

 Resources from ACHIEVE  www.achievethecore.org

 EQuIP resources from ACHIEVE www.achieve.org/equip

 Next Generation Science Standards www.nextgen.org

Additional Resources

http://www.parcconline.org/�
http://www.corestandards.org/�
https://msde.blackboard.com/�
http://www.marylandlearninglinks.org/�
http://www.achievethecore.org/�
http://www.achieve.org/equip�
http://www.nextgen.org/�


Contact Information

Cecilia Roe
Director of Instructional Assessment and 

Professional Development
croe@msde.state.md.us

mailto:croe@msde.state.md.us�
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